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CEPAEMHO BITA6M0... 

BawaeMO ao6poro ycnixy i BCboro Haftapamoro yapaiHCbKOMy 
TeaTpoBi b Binninery 3 naroan iHaBrypauiftHoro BHCTyny ftoro 
AHcaM6aio 11 a cuem IlaeftraB3-TeaTpy 27 i 28 BepecHa, 1963. 

KoMiTeT yapaiHUm KaHaau, iu,o penpe3eHTye b uiti apami BCi 
yapamcbai 0 praHi 3 au.il i Becb yapai'HCbaHil HauicmaabHHft Ta6op 
cepacmo BiTae aaaeaocawHuft nouHH cnoBHeHoro uiaaxeTHHM eH- 
Ty3ia3MOM rypTy oci6, mo nocTaBnau co6i 3aBaaHHa npuBecra 
ao HOBOro noBHOuiHHoro whttb caaBHe iM’a yapa'mcbaoro TeaTpy 
b oc'epeaay 3axixuii>oi' KaHaau. 

Ta aecHa aMSiraa miuiaTHBa, iuo u niaHaaaci. peaateyBaTH 
yapaiHCbaa Moaoama renepania 3ae6iabiua ypo/oiienni KaHaau 3a- 
cayrcmye Ha Haft6iubiny i BCe6iaHy niaaep>aay Haworo rpoMa- 
uaHCTBa. Hexaft >ae 6aaroaiiiHa icapa, mo 3poauaaca 3 nouuHy 
oaHHHUb cnaaaxHe noayM’aM Ta orpie Harni cepua i aacTb HaM 
BciM rau6me po3yMiHHa 3aBaaHb, aai CToaTb nepea yapamcbaHM 
TearpoM. Hexaft 3a6peHatb b yapamcbaoMy TeaTpi Ti aapiBHi 
CTpyHH, aai MO>ayTb nepeTBopHTH Maae i KBoae y Beauae i Moryrae 
ra noaaaae b uift apami MiuHHft <J)yHaaMeHT aaa 36epe>aeHHa yapa- 
i'HCbaoi ayabrypu, 60 BTpaTHBUiH 11 mh 3ary6uau 6 cbok> ayuiy. 
Hexaft i3 cueHH yapa'mcbaoro TeaTpy roMOHHTb BiabHe yapaiH- 
Cbae caoBo, mo 6yae po3noBiaaTH npo Ham napoa Ta iioro crpeM- 
aiHHa ao 3aiiiCHeHHH cboix HauioHaabHHX i Bcearoac'bXHx iaeaaiB. 
Hexaft yapaiHCbBHft TeaTp cTaHe aaa Hac Bcix Bupa3HHU0M Tyru 
3a o 6 hoboio i noraufiaeHHaM 3MicTy cboi o >hhtth Ta 36a«3HTb Hac 
Bcix Mba co 6 ok), aa aiTeft oaHoro i Toro caMoro yapa'mcbaoro 
Hapoay. 

BO>KE 1UACTH! 

KOMITET yKPAlHUIB KAHA^M 

npe3HAi» 


Best of success to The Ukrainian Theatre 


V. H. KOMAN AGENCY 

700 McIntyre Block Winnipeg, Man. 



NESTOR M. GALARNYK 


Compliments of 

HILTON 

RESTAURANT 

812 Main Street Winnipeg 4, Man. 


The Ukrainian Theatre 
acknowledges gratefully 
the support of the members and 
Mr. Peter Okrainec, president, 
of the 

Ukrainian Canadian Veterans 
Branch 141, Canadian Legion 
610 Selkirk Ave., 
who generously provided facilities 
and continuous assistance 
for the past three months 
to the cast and production crew 
of 

“Marusia 99 
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I am happy to associate myself with the 
Premiere performance of The Ukrainian Theatre 
of Winnipeg. It is particularly appropriate that 
your inaugural presentation will be the beloved 
Ukrainian musical classic, "Marusia", by Michael 
Starytskij. 

I believe you are showing creditable enter¬ 
prise in launching this new venture and I believe 
your efforts will be crowned with the success which 
they so richly deserve. 

All my best wishes. 

ERRICK F. WILLIS, 

Lieutenant-Governor. 


A MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR:- 

I am delighted to join with all the citizens 
of Winnipeg in saluting the Theatre group which 
has pledged itself to nurture the finest in amateur 
dramatics with particular emphasis on the Ukrain¬ 
ian aspects of the Theatre. 

In this cosmopolitan City, with its fine Ukrain¬ 
ian Choirs and other cultural activities, I am 
confident that you will find talent eager to exem¬ 
plify the traditions that we love and cherish. 

I offer my congratulations to the founders 
who have accepted the challenge and I wish them 
every success in this new endeavour. 

STEPHEN JUBA, 

Mayor. 


Manitoba has long been deeply conscious of 
the important role that Canadians of Ukrainian 
descent have played in both the economic and 
cultural development of our province. 

Indeed, when one realizes that one of every 
nine Manitobans is of Ukrainian descent, the 
impact of their contribution can readily be under¬ 
stood. 

It is with pleasure that we witness the in¬ 
auguration of the Ukrainian Theatre in Winnipeg, 
for in providing such a major addition to our cul¬ 
tural life it is helping us increase the breadth of 
our heritage. 

DUFF ROBLIN, 

Premier of Manitoba. 


MESSAGE OF GREETING TO THE UKRAINIAN 
THEATRE OF WINNIPEG 

I wish, on behalf of the Metropolitan Council 
of Greater Winnipeg, to extend congratulations to 
the Ukrainian Theatre of Winnipeg on the occa¬ 
sion of its premiere performance as a theatre 
company. 

Although this is your first effort in an exact¬ 
ing field of dramatic art, you follow in the foot¬ 
steps of a variety of Ukrainian organizations which 
have fostered and preserved their cultural theatre 
in Winnipeg. 

The Ukrainian Theatre has accepted an excit¬ 
ing challenge, and I know that you will have many 
rewarding experiences—as well as a time of ac¬ 
complishment which will provide you with happy 
memories for the remainder of your lives. 

It is my personal hope that you may have 
every success in attaining the worthwhile objectives 
upon which your Theatre is founded. 

Yours sincerely, 

R. H. G. BONNEYCASTLE, 

Chairman of Council. 
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JOAN KARASEVICH — "Marusia" 

John Karasevich brings to the Ukrainian Theatre a rare com¬ 
bination of talent and beauty. She received her early training in 
Winnipeg: singing with Lucien Needham; piano with John Melnyk, 
and drama at the Manitoba Theatre School with Esme Crampton. 
While at the University of Manitoba, she sang leading roles in 
Glee Club productions of "Carousel", "Finian's Rainbow", and 
"Wish You Were Here". She has appeared in many Rainbow 
Stage productions — "Annie Get Your Gun", "Pyjama Game", 
"Damn Yankees", "Student Prince", and at Manitoba Theatre 
Centre in "Bus Stop", "Dark of the Moon", "Snow Queen", "Look 
Ahead", and a host of others. She toured the U.S.A. in a road 
show with Jimmy Rodgers in 1961 and has entertained in nightclubs 
across Canada and in Europe. She has made many radio and 
television appearances — the most notable being in "Kapiton's 
Fortune" on radio; Cabaret, Stage Door, Music Break, and The 
Tommy Ambrose Show on television. A scholarship student at the 
National Theatre School, Miss Karasevich has completed her first 
year and will return to Montreal in November to resume her studies. 
Joan graduated from the University of Manitoba with Bachelors 
degrees in Science and Pedagogy and has taught in high school in 
Winnipeg. A talent of which Winnipeg is truly proud, Joan appears 
as "Marusia" through the courtesy of Actors' Equity Association. 
The Ukrainian Theatre is honoured to feature her in its first 
production. 


CECIL SEMCHYSHYN, Artistic Director 

Mr. Semchyshyn is well known to Winnipeg audiences as a 
Bass-Baritone and actor, having appeared in a variety of media 
including stage, radio, T.V., concert and once, in a movie. He 
received his early trainig in voice with Nina Dempsey in Winnipeg 
and won many awards at The Manitoba Musical Festival, appearing 
in the Rose Bowl competitions for three years. He has sung on at 
least 500 radio shows and appeared on over 100 television shows. 
After graduating from the University of Manitoba with a Bachelor 
of Science in Pharmacy in 1956, he and his new bride Pearl moved 
to Toronto where he continued his vocal studies at the Royal Con¬ 
servatory under George Lambert. There he received scholarships in 
the Opera School in '56, '57, '58 and a scholarship to study staging 
with Dr. Nagy of the Metropolitan Opera Company. He studied 
drama with Robert Gill, director of the Hart House Theatre at the 
University of Toronto. He appeared in numerous operas — The 
Goaler in "Tosco", Fishermen in "Peter Grimes", "Eugene Onegin", 
"The Mikado", on television; on the stage as "The Count" in 
"The Prima Donna" with The Royal Conservatory Opera School, 
and as Emile De Beque in "South Pacific" with the Winnipeg 
Musical Comedy Guild which went on to become Rainbow Stage. 

Recently, he has entered the field of production and with his 
co-worker, Ray Michal, jointly produced the passion play, "Crucify 
Him" and Lysenko's opera, "Nocturne". Mr. Semchyshyn who 
was instrumental in the formation of "The Ukrainian Theatre" feels 
that a great contribution to Canadian theatre can be made by 
Ukrainians, "There is a wealth of talent and ample opportunity 
and we must do our utmost to see that our theatre flourishes, to 
share the wonderful store of music, drama and culture that Ukrain¬ 
ians possess". The Semchyshyns reside in West Kildonan and are 
the parents of son, Mark, who is five, and a daughter, Nadine, three. 
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Best Wishes to the 

Ukrainian Theatre 


♦♦♦ 


CKSB 

10,000 watts 1050 K.C. 


o/ihh ueht m mm ha Micmib 

t. e oahh BiACOTOK (npoueHT) MicHHHO BiA aob>khoi cyMH i 6e3nAaTHa aceKypauia iio3hmkh a>K 
AO 70-ro poKy jkhtth Ta 6araTO iiiainx nocjiyr ajih MJictuB Aae 

OmAflHO-KPEflHTOBA CI1IMA KAPIlATIfl 

ypaAOBi roAHHH 5 ahIb TtoKHeBO — BiBTopoK ao cy6oTn bIa roA. 9 paHO ao iuocToi BBeaopi; 
b n’flTHHUio BiA 9 paHO ao 8 BBeaopi. 

CARPATHIA CREDIT UNION SOCIETY LTD. 

862 MAIN STREET PHONE JU 6-1223 

WINNIPEG 4, MANITOBA 


Compliments of 


Cropo Funeral Chapel 


Main Street' and Luxton Avenue 


Winnipeg, 


Manitoba 


Page Six 







IHOR TANCHUK — HRYTCH 

Ihor Tanchuk is new to the stage and Winnipeg audiences. 
He has a very fine tenor voice which is housed in a most hand¬ 
some frame. He was born in Stryj in the Western Ukraine ana 
came to Canada in 1950. He has always been interested in 
singing and music, never passing up an opportunity to sing in 
various choirs. He started his stage career with recitations as a 
schoolboy and finished his education at Insbruck in Austria. Ihor 
has sung with choirs both in Winnipeg and in Europe; at present 
he is a stalwart member of the Ukrainian National Youth Federa¬ 
tion choir under our conductor Walter Klymkiw. Ihor is a bachelor. 


Compliments of 

RUDYK LUMBER CO 


1630 Arlington Street 


Winnipeg 14, Man. 


'Lumber for Every Purpose' 


Compliments of 


N. STRASHOK & CO. 

Accountants — Auditors 


246 Toronto St. 


Winnipeg 10, Man 
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SPRAGUE LUMBER chemerynski 

« n .. n . l. „ & COMPANY 



Compliments of 


CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 




246 Toronto St. Winnipeg 10, Man. 


Best wishes to The Ukrainian Theatre 


from 12,477 members of 


RED RIVER CO-OP 


Ellice at Wall 


Winnipeg, Man. 


1070 Henderson Highway East Kildonan 
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Barristers and Solicitors 
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Compliments of 


B & D PLUMBING 

& HEATING 
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B. 1. KLYMKIW — 

M. DELORME 


Compliments 

of 


STRELL’S 

PRESCRIPTION 

PHARMACY 

Arlington Street and Boyd Avenue 

WINNIPEG 

— 

MANITOBA 


Compliments of 

CITY TIRE SERVICE 

907 Main Street — Winnipeg 4, Man. 

EUGENE SLIPETZ 


Compliments of 

AIRLIES DRUGS 

510 Airlies Street Phone: JU 6-1857 

WINNIPEG 14, MAN. 


Compliments of 

WILLIAMS LADIES WEAR 

571 Selkirk Avenue Phone: JU 2-4196 

WINNIPEG, MAN. 


Compliments of 


Compliments of 


HURON COLLECTION 
AGENCY 


WALTER G. BOWDEN 


D’ASCHAMBAULT 
TRAVEL SERVICE 

YOUR PERSONAL TRAVEL SPECIALISTS 


801 Paris Building Winnipeg, Man. 136 Provencher Ave. St. Boniface, Man. 
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MARUSIA 

By M. Starytskij 

PRESENTED BY THE UKRAINIAN THEATRE 

PLAYHOUSE THEATRE WINNIPEG SEPTEMBER 27, 28, 1963 


DIRECTED BY .. Cecil Semchyshyn 

PRODUCED BY __ Roy Michal 

MUSICAL DIRECTOR ... Walter Klymkiw 

SET DESIGNER _ Myrosia Birakowsky 

COSTUME DESIGNER .. Marika Gawron 


STAGE MANAGER .... John Shewchuk 

SET DECORATORS ___ Andy Ulicki 

Dave Negrych 

LIGHTING —... Ian McTavish 

MAKEUP ... Nadine Kelly 


CAST OF CHARACTERS 


Marusia .. 

Hrytch .. 

Potap_ 

Daryna ... 

Halyna _ 

Dmytro .. 

Voostya _ 

Okhrym .... 

Stepanida _ 

Choma .... 

Gypsy Fortune Teller 


_ Joan Karasevich 

_ Ihor Tanchuk 

_Nick Trusewych 

_ Oksana Bashuk 

Oksana Onufrijchuk 

_ Brian Rebchuk 

_ Irene Kruk 

.. A. Luch 

... Mary Krywonizka 
. Sylvester Uchacz 
_ Sonia Zyla 


CHORUS: 

SOPRANOS— 

Kay Kuzyk, Stella Hryniuk, Sonia Zyla, Stephanie Lesyk. 

ALTOS— 

Helen Goshulak, Pat Senicki, Donna Babey, Jeanette Karpinka. 
TENORS— 

Lawrence Yanchynski, Dave Romaniuk, Ted Perich, Ken Alyluia. 
BASSES— 

Joe Dudych, Walter Zyla, Barry Chabluk, William Solomon. 
MUSICIANS— 

William Kasian ____ cymbolom 

John Konosky ... violin 


DANCERS: 

Joanne Sinkewich, Ray Senicki, Don Bryk, Loretta Tankewich, 
Vicki Yuzyk, Eugene Wawrin, Ihor Pona, Ellen Kotello. 


ORCHESTRA: 

Christine Kazaniwsky, Caroline Bias, Don Kowai, Laverne Stewart, 
Ken Peters, Don Cilinsky, William Zulak, Mary Ann Taylor, Stella 
Peters. 

Ellen Farmer, Concert Mistress 


"OPi HE XOflH TPHUK) TA HA BEHEPHHU,!” 

ZIPAMA 31 CII1BAMM B V JINX 
AieBi oco 6 h b nopHAKy BHCtyny: 


Ilepwa AiB4HHa . Cohh >KnJia 

Jlpyra /UBHHHa . OneHa rowyjiaK 

I'ajiHHa . OKcaHa OHytfrpiftayK 

Mapycsi .PIoaHHa KapaceBHH 

XoMa . CHJibBecTop Yxat 

ZlapHHa.OncaHa Barnyic 

FpHUb ... Irop TaHHyn 

BycTH . IpeHa Kpyx 

OxpHM .AHapift Jlyitb 

/Imhtpo . BpaftH Pe6qyx 

IloTan .MuKoaa Tpyc'eBHH 

CrenaHiaa . Mapia KpHBOHi>i<Ka 

IlepuiHft Hapy6oK . JlaBiij PoMamoK 

flpyrHft OapySoK . JlaBpeHTift flHMHHbCbirift 

Ba6a-Bopo>KKa . Cohh JKwjia 

i!apy6KH, JliBHara, TaHmopucra, My3HKH. 

AW I PI3ABO 

1. “Mh flOMa, aoMa” . JliBaaTa 

2. “HyMapoMKa psi6eceHbKa” . Mapyca i aiBaaTa 

3. “Ott IIoTane, Iloiane” . Mapyca i JlapHHa 

4. “luioH fpimb 3 Beaepmiitb” . BycTH 

5. ‘Nk niuijia a no cyHnni” . BycTa i Xop 

6. “XoanB noxoAHB” . IIapy6Kii 

AW II CKJIAAMHHA 

1. “Oft y Jiy3i”.Tloran i napy6KH 

2. “Oft iuiOB a yjiHueio” . TpHUb i xop 

3. “Oft a b 6aTbxa eanHHua” . TajiHHa 

4. Tamti 

AW. HI BECHA 

1. “Po3BHBaftca th ay 60 MKy” . JliBaaia 

2. “Oft aiBMHHa ropaima” . JJmhtpo 

3. “Oft xoaiwia aiBmmoHbKa 6epi>i<KOM” . PajiHHa i Amhtpo 

4. “Oft y noai KpiiHiiaeHbKa” . TpHitb 

AW IV B AICI 

1. “CyMno, cyMHo” . FIapy6KH 

2. “RepBOHa KajiHHa” . Ilapy6KH 

3. “Oft Ba>i<y a Ba>i<y” . TajiHHa 

4. “Bnftay a Ha ripoiibKy” . Mapyca, TpHUb i xop 

5. “Ha ropoai KajiHtioHbKa” . Xop i Amhtpo 

AW V IIiyPAIB XATA 

1. “Oft i 3paaa, 3pa;ta” . Mapyca 

2. “Ta He acyp MeHe moh Mara” . TpHUb 

3. “Oft He xoah rpnmo”.Mapyca 


LILLIAN KARPINKA, \/oca\ Coach ond Accompanist 


M. CTapHUbKHii 
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MARUSIA 

ACT I The Christmas Season. Evening. 

While carolling for the hunchback, Choma, the girls learn that he 
loves Marusia. Choma overhears Daryna, Hrytch's sister, chastising 
Marusia for flirting with her own sweetheart, Potap. Choma vows 
to make Marusia his. Vustia, Marusia's mother, meets the carollers 
and invites them to celebrate in song the consent of Hrytch's parents 
to the marriage of Hrytch and Marusia. Choma provokes Potap 
against Hrytch and suggests setting fire to Marusia's home as a 
means of revenge. 

ACT I 1 The Party at Stepanida's. That Night. 

Choma tells Stepanida that Hrytch has fallen for another girl, 
Halyna. Stepanida is surprised and when Hrytch arrives informs him 
of the rumors about Marusia and Potap. This apparent faithlessness 
angers Hrytch and when Marusia enters, he ridicules her and Potap 
in spite of Stepanida's otempts to restore harmony. After the boys 
arrive, Hrytch persists in mocking Potap. A fight is prevented by 
the girls' entrance, but Marusia is dismayed at the sight of Hrytch 
kissing Halyna. Marusia asks Potap to dance with Daryna. Daryna 
interprets his invitation as an insult and resists. Hrytch leaps to 
his sister's defence and in the ensuing fight, Potap comes up with a 
knife. As they are separated by the crowd, Hrytch maliciously tells 
Potap to keep his discarded Marusia. 

ACT III On the Riverbank. A spring day. 

The girls are gossiping about Potap's arrest for setting fire to 
Marusia's house. Daryna defends her beloved. As she departs in 
tears, the girls accuse Halyna of turning Hrytch away from Marusia. 
Halyna is startled by Dmytro who brings a message that Hrytch has 
returned from his travels and awaits her at home. Daryna's attempt 
to comfort the ailing Marusia fails when she tells her that Hrytch is 
still courting Halyna. Marusia says that she would die rather than see 
Hrytch marry Halyna, but Daryna points out that Marusia's flirta¬ 
tions have caused her this grief. Marusia pleads with Choma for 
help in winning back Hrytch. Choma, who has supported Marusia's 
family since the fire, seeing this as another opportunity to further his 
own schemes, agrees. Hrytch, realizing that Marusia is his true love, 
attempts a reconciliation, but Choma prevents it by announcing to 
them that Potap has been proven innocent. Hrytch mistakes 
Marusia's joy for a lover's outburst and departs enraged. In despair, 
Marusia intends to take Choma's advice and seek out a local gypsy 
for some charms to win back Hrytch. 

ACT IV By an old mill. That night. 

The gypsy fortune teller gives Marusia two potions which she has 
mixed according to Choma's devilish directions. Marusia is grateful 
and later joins the boys and girls who have gathered for an evening 
of singing and fun. Hayna tells Hrytch that Marusia seems more 
atentive to him now that Choma's rumor about Potap's freedom 
has been discredited by village officials. Marusia gives Hrytch the 
love potion, but he rejects her protestations of love. Marusia begs 
Hrytch to come to her home for one last meeting before his betrothal 
to Halyna. Left alone, Marusia declares that after this meeting 
she and Hrytch will never be separated again. 

ACT V Marusia's home. The next day. 

Marusia's parents are disturbed at their daughter's peculiar 
behavior. She explains that she is excited about Hrytch's visit. 
Choma reassures Vustia that all will end well and suggests that he 
would gladly marry Marusia if Vustia will intercede for him. 
Marusia, determined to have Hrytch in death, if not in life, pre¬ 
pares the second potion, a poison for herself and Hrytch. Hrytch 
sings for her and then drinks to their reconciliation. Marusia cries 
out to him to leave some for her, but it is too lote. Tenderly 
Marusia bends over her dying lover and in her lament chides him 
gently for having gone to so many parties, where he was bewitched 
by pretty girls. 

-Synopsis by Roman Nykyforuk. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Ukrainian National Home Association, Rainbow Stage, 
O’Keefe's Old Vienna Brewing Co. (Manitoba) Ltd., Mr. Tom 
Hendry, Eastern Sales Ltd., Mr. J. P. Sulymko, Mrs. Antonowych, 
Mr. Don. Danko, Mr. J. Coleman Fletcher. Singer Sewing 
Machine Co., Mrs. M. Kuzyk, Mr. Shelton Blank. Miss Jean 
Solylo, Mr. Bohdan Senyskiw, Winnipeg Paint and Glass Co. 
Ltd., Monarch Lumber Co. Ltd., Celebrity Concerts (Canada) 
Ltd., Ukrainian Youth Association (S.U.M.) 

Thanks For Special Assistance—Ted Korol, Steve Zulak, Mrs. 
Hawrysh, Charles E. Dojack, Mrs. M. Ogaranko. 


OKSANA ONUFRIJCHUK — "Halyna'' 

A rising star in the Ukrainian Theatre, Oksana has endeared 
herself to Ukrainian audiences with her numerous singing perfor¬ 
mances at concerts and variety shows, and most recently in the 
opera "Nocturne". A student of R. Labinsky, she has appeared 
on television in "Talent Time" and "Hi Jinx" and in Dave Robert¬ 
son's Rainbow Stage production of "King and I". A second year 
Arts student at United College, Oksana intends to continue her 
musical and dramatic training. 

OKSANA BASHUK — "Daryna" 

Oksana Bashuk has won distinction in Winnipeg for her dramatic 
recitations. She has acted leading roles in "V Chuzhim Pirju" and 
"Koza Dereza", appeared in many high school productions and the 
University of Manitoba Glee Club's "Plain and Fancy". She 
studied at the Canadian Schol of Ballet and danced in the Ethnic 
Group's Festival. A Bachelor of Arts graduate, Oksana is now 
employed by the Winnipeg Public Library. 

NICK TRUSEWYCH — Potap 

Nick Trusewych is also a newcomer to the Ukrainian stage. 
He is a student in the Faculty of Arts at the University of Manitoba, 
majoring in Political Science. Nick has taken part in stage pro¬ 
ductions since childhood. In Winnipeg, at high school he played 
the part of Nick Bottom in "Midsummer Nights Dream". 
He has sung in school choirs and in Ukrainian choirs with various 
organizations. Nick possesses a fine sense of theatre and shows 
promise as a valued member of the Ukrainian Theatre. 

SYLVESTER UCHACZ — Choma 

Born in Strusiw in the Western Ukraine, Sylvester came to Canada 
in 1930 and since then has been active in theatrical circles within 
the Ukrainian National Federation in many capacities. He is a 
veteran actor of our stage and has portrayed the part of Choma 
on a number of different occasions. He produced "Marusia" on 
one occasion. His experience and advice have proven an invaluable 
asset to the Theatre. The role of Choma is a demanding one, but 
the capable Mr. Uchacz makes him a credible, living character. 

MARY KRYWONIZKA — Stepanida 

Mary Krywonizka has been active on the stage since she was 
seven years old, and took many a leading role in amateur Ukrainian 
theatricals. She performed very convincingly as Miriam in "Crucify 
Him", which our Director produced two years ago. She also played 
the pantomime part of the Mother in the opera Nocturne last 
February. She is a full time bookkeeper, wife and mother of four 
children, who, by the way are following in mother's footsteps and 
showing great interest in the stage. As Mary herself says, "I love 
the theatre so much I'd rather act than eat". 

BRIAN REBCHUK — Dmytro 

Brian Rebchuk is an Honours student at the University of Mani¬ 
toba. Although this is his debut in Ukrainian theatre, he is no 
stranger to the stage. In high schol he played such leading roles 
as The Rev. Mr. Collins in "Pride and Prejudice", and the Butler 
in J. M. Barrie's "Shall We Join The Ladies". His hobby is play¬ 
writing and he has shown his ability in this field with two award 
winning skits in local competitions. Brian plays the piano and 
is a member of the St. Nicholas Church choir. He is also president 
of OBNOVA. His ability as a comedian made Brian the logical 
choice for Dmytro. 

SONIA ZYLA — The Fortune Teller (Gypsy) 

Born in Lodz, Poland, Sonia came to Canada in 1949 and grad¬ 
uated from the University of Manitoba with a B.Sc. and B.S.W. 
degree. She studied piano and theory with Mrs. A. Kysilewsky and 
A. D. Zimmerman. She has taken part in numerous high school 
and University Glee Club shows, among them Hebe, in "H.M.S. 
Pinafore" and Delilah in "Girl Crazy." She also appeared as 
Veronica in "Crucify Him". She was a member of the Schola 
Cantorum under Glen Pierce and also his radio ensemble. It follows 
that Sonia should have a flair for theatre, as her mother is a very 
fine actress and has done much work in this field. 

ANDREW LUCH — Ochrym 

Mr. Luch is also a veteran of the Ukrainian stage in Winnipeg 
and has appeared in a number of Ukrainian movies which were 
made in Winnipeg in the "thirties". He appeared quite regularly 
with an amateur theatrical group which was active during the 
thirties and forties at The Ukrainian Reading Association on Flora 
and McKenzie Streets. 

IRENE KRUK — "Voostia" 

Irene Kruk has been a member of various Ukrainian choirs in 
Winnipeg. Most recently, she distingushed herself as Barbaras' 
sister, Hatta, in "Crucify Him" and the maid in the opera "Noc¬ 
turne". She possesses a fine singing voice and is a great asset to 
the Ukrainian Theatre. 
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RAY MICHAL, Assistant Producer 

Without Ray, there would be no "Marusia". Assisting the 
director with script and rehearsals, decorating sets, publicizing the 
show, preparing the programme, anything that needed doing, he 
did. To the theatre, he is a relative newcomer, although his stage 
experience began with a lead role in a high school operetta, 
"Chonita", in which he sang the role of Stefan. After graduating 
from the University of Manitoba in 1959, he taught at Campion 
College in Regina for two years. He joined Cecil Semchyshyn in 
the production "Crucify Him", in which he played the part of a 
pharisee and stepped into the larger role of assistant producer. 
Out of this association, the idea of a permanent Ukrainian Theatre 
was born and was nurtured to its present degree of development. 
Ray's deep interest in the theatre extends to the desire to write 
modern drama for the Ukrainian theatre. 
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WALTER KLYMKIW, Musical Director 
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Walter Klymkiw was born in Winnipeg and has been active 
in Ukrainian cultural and musical circles for many years. He 
studied violin in his formative years and through his association 
with choirs in Winnipeg and attendance at the Ukrainian Summer 
Courses, became vitally interested in conducting. He studied con¬ 
ducting at these courses and has for the past ten years been the 
conductor of the Ukrainian National Federation Youth choir in 
Winnipeg. When TV first appeared in Winnipeg Mr. Klymkiw 
was asked to conduct a group of singers which appeared on a program 
called "Dances of the Nations" and was produced by John Hirsch 
of MTC fame. Mr. Klymkiw's choir sung at the Manitoba Music 
Festival and were runners up for two successive years. Walter 
was a natural for the Ukrainian Theatre as many of the people 
who are vitally concerned with production were Canadian born 
and this way we were able "to field an all-Canadian team". It 
should also be mentioned here that Walter is a fine tenor. He 
is a welcome addition to the Theatre and we hope that his asso¬ 
ciation with it may be a long one. 
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THE UKRAINIAN THEATRE- 
HISTORY AND REVIVAL 

Theatres, as is the case in most of Europe, existed in almost 
every city, town and hamlet throughout the Ukraine. Professional 
theatres were found mostly in the larger cities like Kiev, Odessa, 
Ternopol, but they were far outnumbered by the multitude of 
amateur theatres which were organized within almost every organi¬ 
zation or society in the Ukraine. Wherever people got together 
or an organized basis, the first thing to appear was an amateur 
theatrical group. The Ukrainian people thrived on this kind of 
activity as it gave them an outlet for their pent-up feelings of 
remorse living in a country which had lost its political freedom 
so many years ago, and provided a release from these tensions 
through the production of such plays or musicals as "Marusia," 
"Cossacks Beyond the Danube," "Natalka Poltavka." 

"Natalka Poltavka" was the most successful comedy written 
by Ivan Kotlarevsky and began a new period in Ukrainian theatre 
which has lasted till this day. The plots for these plays were drawn 
from characteristic scenes in the daily life of the Ukrainian peasant, 
as well as events in Ukrainian history and most of all from the 
deeds of the Ukrainian heroes — the Cossacks of Zaporozia. 

This ardent feeling for the theatre was brought over to Canada 
by the first Ukrainian settlers in the early 1900's. To fill their 
leisure hours fruitfully many people joined the theatres and helped 
as best they could to promote and stage musicals, plays and con¬ 
certs. The theatre in the Ukraine communities of Canada became 
a flourishing and energetic enterprise. The Ukrainian National 
Home at the corner of Burrows and McGregor was the hub of 
most of this early activity. At one time four amateur theatrical 
groups existed and employed such well known people as Professor 
Eugene Turula, William Kazaniwsky, Dr. Paul Macenko, Rev. 
Tsukornyk, and Mr. Pasichniak. Other organizations such as the 
Ukrainian Institute Prosvita, Ukrainian National Federation were 
similarly involved and plays or concerts were being staged almost 
every weekend or twice a week. During the war years, activity in 
the theatre dwindled and with the advent of TV completely 
disappeared. 

Two years ago, Cecil Semchyshyn was asked to produce a 
Passion Play for the Ukrainian Catholic Professional and Business 
Women's Club. Here he met Ray Michal and worked together on 
this production which was very well received by the Ukrainians of 
Winnipeg. The idea for a permanent Ukrainian Theatre arose 
here and the wheels were put in motion for its fulfillment. 

Last February, the Ukrainian Canadian Committee called upon 
these two young men to stage an opera commemorating the life 
and works of the famous Ukrainian composer, Mykola Lysenko. 
They chose the opera Nocturne, which was enthusiastically received 
by the public. During these two productions they met and worked 
with energetic and talented people. Maryka Gawron who has a 
wealth of experience in the costume field became their Costume 
Designer; Myrosia Birakowsky, a young lady with a flair for the 
brush and easel became Set Designer; and the most recent acquisition 
to the growing theatre is Myron Ogaranko who has become their 
Business Manager and Jack-of-all Trades. Together, this nucleus 
went about getting a Board of Directors and recently announced the 
appointment of a board and its incorporation as a non-profit cor¬ 
poration to carry on objects of a national, artistic and professional 
character in the theatre. 
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